February 16, 2012

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
February 16, 2012, at 10 a.m., to conduct
a hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Eu-
ropean Debt Crisis and Its Implica-
tions.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on February
16, 2012, at 9:30 a.m., in room 366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 16, 2012, at 9:30
a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 16, 2012, at 11:30
a.m., to hold a briefing entitled,
“Iran’s Influence and Activity in Latin
America.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet,
during the session of the Senate, in
order to conduct a hearing entitled
““Addressing Workforce Needs at the
Regional Level: Innovative Public and
Private Partnerships” on February 16,
2012, at 10 a.m. in room 430 of the Dirk-
sen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 16, 2012, at 2:30 p.m. in
order to conduct a hearing entitled
“Securing America’s Future: The Cy-
bersecurity Act of 2012.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
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ate on February 16, 2012, at 2:15 p.m. in
room 628 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate, on February 16, 2012, at 10 a.m., in
SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct an executive busi-
ness meeting.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE,

PEACE CORPS, AND GLOBAL NARCOTICS

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 16, 2012, at 10 a.m.,
to hold a Western Hemisphere, Peace
Corps, and Global Narcotics Affairs
subcommittee hearing entitled, ‘‘Iran’s
Influence and Activity in Latin Amer-
ica.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Aoife Delargy,
who is an intern in my office, be grant-
ed floor privileges during the pendency
of S. 1813, the surface transportation
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURE READ FOR THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2118

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk due for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2118) to remove unelected, unac-
countable bureaucrats from seniors’ personal
health decisions by repealing the Inde-
pendent Payment Advisory Board.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for a second reading and, in order to
place the bill on the calendar, object to
my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. The bill will be read for
the second time on the next legislative
day.

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I apologize
to the staff and for everyone having to
wait, but we have things we have been
working on and we have made a lot of
headway, a lot of progress. We are still
not all the way there, but it appears to
me that the House will probably vote
on the conference report sometime to-
morrow morning. That being the case,
we will see what we can do to expedite
things here.
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I will have the authority now to have
the vote on the judge and the cloture
vote so we can do that at any time to-
morrow. I will talk to the Republican
leader to make sure it is a convenient
time for everyone. We will come in at
10 tomorrow morning.

———————

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, FEBRUARY
17, 2012

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate adjourn
until 10 a.m. on Friday, February 17,
2012; that following the prayer and
pledge, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the morning hour be
deemed expired, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; that following any
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business until 11 a.m.,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the Republicans control-
ling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half; that fol-
lowing morning business, the Senate
resume consideration of S. 1813, the
surface transportation bill; and finally,
I ask that the second-degree amend-
ment filing deadline be at 10:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
PROGRAM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there could
be up to four votes. If things don’t
work out, we will have to have some of
the votes later in the week, so we hope
that can come to be. We will notify
Senators the minute we have some way
of moving forward with everything.
The four votes would be, of course, the
cloture vote on the highway bill, the
Furman nomination, and we might
have to do cloture on the conference
report and final passage of that. So we
will notify everyone what agreements
we have been able to work on and get
in touch with the Republican leader
and hopefully move fairly quickly to-
morrow morning.

Senators should expect a series of
rollcall votes tomorrow on the motion
to invoke cloture on the Reid amend-
ment No. 1633 and on the Furman nom-
ination. We also hope to consider the
payroll conference report.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, I ask that it adjourn under the
previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:57 p.m,, adjourned until Friday,
February 17, 2012, at 10 a.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:
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